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Total article growth by journal business model 
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Open access content: 
ÅCurrently growing at approx. 20% in 

2013   

 

Å Amounts to a total article share (hybrid 

+ óôpureôô Gold) of approx.8.2% in 2013  

 

Å The total article share of all 

immediately accessible OA articles is 

12.7% including subsidized open 

access 

 

Å In 2013, Elsevier published over 

330,000 articles which included an 

increase of 3500 extra open access 

article 

Subscription content: 
ÅContinues to grow year on year at 

approx. 3-4%   

 

Å Amounts to a total article share of 

approx. 87.3% in 2013   

 

Å In 2013, Elsevier published over 330,000 

articles which included an increase of 

20,000 extra subscription articles 

Source: Calculation method draws on an approach pioneered in the 2013 BIS study and has since been proposed as the method to monitor uptake of OA in the UK.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/performance-of-the-uk-research-base-international-comparison-2013
http://www.researchinfonet.org/monitoring-progress-towards-open-access-in-the-uk/
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Italian Publication output ï last 3 years till today 

Ç 2013: 97.154 publications 

(total all business models) 

 

Ç 2013: 6058 gold OA articles 

(no hybrid) 
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Global approach to open access policy  

Asia Pacific 
Å Mixed approach: Chinese & Japanese 

support gold & green approaches 

Å ARC & NHMRC in Australia have 12 

month self-archive mandate, as does 

A*Star in Singapore 

Å Other funders considering policy 

Africa 
Å Developing repositories 

Å Publishers enabling philanthropic access 

Å New open access journals to support 

local research needs 

Å Some institutions have open access 

mandates, but no policies from any 

funders or Governments 

Europe 
Å Focused on a mix of gold & green open access 

Å UK funder mandates focused on gold (Research 

Councils UK  & Wellcome Trust) 

Å Green open access national policies/law in 

Southern Europe (e.g. Italy, Spain) & Denmark 

Å All EU members formulating open access policies at 

either national, funder or institutional  level.  

North America and Canada 
Å US Federal Agencies formulating policy on public access 

Å Publishers have developed CHORUS to assist 

Å NIH Policy: 12 month deposit mandate to PubMed 

Central 

Å Active in OA discussions and looking at gold and green 

Å CIHR Canada: Gold open access or 12 month deposit 

mandate to Canada PubMed Central 

 

Latin America 
Å Focus on green open access 

Å Argentina: MINCYT introduced 6 

month deposit mandate 

Å Brazil: Government formulating 

green open access policy 

Å Mexico: CONACyT pass open 

access guidelines for optional 

self-archiving 



United Kingdom ï Finch report 

Going Gold-  full policy active since 1 April 2013 

Å Multi-stakeholder process which support their 
transition: funding bodies, publishers, universities 

Å Research Councils UK will fund OA fees  with a 
budget of an initial £47 m  million (ú57 million) to 
use over a three year period 

Å RCUK expects to increase its spending beyond 
these levels to reach their targets of 75% OA. 

Å Non-gov funding bodies such as Wellcome Trust 
have supplemented OA funding: e.g. the WT 
spends 0.8% of their total  research budget on OA, 
which corresponds to  approx. £4 million (ú4.8 
million) per year. Other examples are Cancer 
Research UK and British Heart Foundation. 

Outcomes so far:  

Å Stimulated the number of gold OA options for 
authors- 70% of all journals have a gold OA option 

Å Compliance with research Councils OA policy 
increased  but uptake not as high as expected.  

Å Policy attracted criticism  from UK Universities over 
lack of funding and clarity over compliance to 
Government policy in the interim.  

Å Research Councils UK policy adapted to cover 
both gold and green in the interim period. 

Public access expanded through new initiatives 
like access through public libraries and access to 
SME 

 

Open access in other countries ï two examples of OA effective 
implementation 

United States  

Å Going Green-  policy under discussion 

Å Clear US Government 
recommendation to expand public 
access and Federal agencies tasked with 
drafting policies  

Å National Institute of Health has had a 
successful public access program, based 
on green OA in place since 2008  

 

CHORUS Solution 

Å One central access portal to provide 
public access via publishersô platforms; 
avoid duplication of efforts and costs 

Å Provides three key things: 

Å Public access to draft copies of federally 
funded research after embargo  

Å Preservation of this content by ensuring 
articles are archived, stored and 
curated properly through existing 
solutions.  

Å Discovery of content though an online 
portal as well enabling cross publisher 
solutions for services like text mining.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rest of world  

Latin America 

Å Focused on green open 
access and building  a 
network of institutional 
repositories  

Asia Pacific 

Å Currently looking to 
develop their policy 
based on experiences of 
Europe.  

Africa 

Å Currently use 
philanthropic access 
enabled by publishers 
and looking to develop 
repositories 
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 

Want community to access my research without 
restriction 

Want to increase readership of article 

Less time between submission and publication than for 
subscription journals 

Have published in open access journals before and had 
a good experience 

Other researchers in my specialty publish in open 
access journals 

Funding body mandate 

Institutional mandate 

Other reason (please specify) 

No reason/ prefer not to say 

Why do you intend to publish in an open access journal? 

Base: All that intend to publish in an OA journal in next 12 months 

Most researchers intending to publish via OA journals do so because they want 

researchers to have unrestricted access (slightly less important to Italian 

researchers) or to increase readership of the article. Very few researchers (even 

fewer in Italy) mention mandates 

Italy (n=55) 



7 

Almost a third of Italian researchers felt the delayed access policy was 
extremely/very important when deciding where to submit an article. Researchers 
from Italy are less concerned about the article posting policy and whether the journal 
is open access 

19% 

32% 

22% 

24% 

27% 

21% 

30% 

34% 

29% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 

Article posting policy of the journal (e.g. authors self-
archiving rights) 

Whether the journal makes articles freely available 
after a period of time (delayed access)  

Journal is Open Access 

Many considerations are important when deciding to which journal to submit an article such as scope of the journal, the Impact Factor 

and the standard of reviewing. When deciding where to publish an article, how important are the following access considerations to you. 

 

% Important/ very important 
Italy (n=114) 



Pressure to publish Open Access 
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The respondents from Italy were significantly less likely to say that they have been 

asked to publish Open Access than the global average. 

14% 

29% 

58% 

7% 

20% 

75% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

Yes - by a department head / direct manager, senior management in 
your organization, and/or your funding organization 

Yes - by a journal or journal editor (marketing) 

No 

Thinking about the research you have published, have you been asked to publish ôOpen Accessõ? 

Global (n=1,296) Italy (n=55) 

V Higher  
Significant difference 

between subset and total 
V Lower 

V 
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Open access at Elsevier 
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100  
Open access journals 

1600+  
Offer gold open access 

options  

3  
Creative Commons 

licenses offered 

including CC BY 

$500- $5000  
(US Dollars) 

Price range of our OA 

fees 

Elsevier and open access 

Expanding our gold options: 
ÅLaunching new open access journals 

 

ÅRolled out gold options in our established 

journals ( over 1600 hybrid titles) 

 

ÅWaiving policy in place for authors 

 

Improving our systems 
ÅMaking the author publishing experience 

easier  

 

ÅImproving open access labelling 

 

ÅWorking with our society partners    

Gold open access 

CC BY 
33% 

CC BY 
NC ND 

49% 

CC BY 
NC SA 
18% 
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Facilitating open access policies  

Gold agreements 
Å Help establish automation of workflows 

to streamline author experience 

Å Can include reporting to funding 

organisation on uptake 

Å Compliance is higher when combined 

with clear funding for APCs.  

Mixed agreement 

combination of both 

green and gold   

Green agreements 
ÅFacilitates sustainable green open 

access 

Å Immediate internal posting on 

repositories 

ÅPublic access to the author accepted 

manuscript after embargo  
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Funding Body agreement with Telethon 

Å Direct billing workflow 

Å Validation process of articles in place 

Å Elsevier sends immediately final PDF 

to PMC 

Å For green OA: immediate posting for 

internal use; public after embargo 
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Pre-submission ( pre-print) 

 - Post to a 
preprint 
server 
anytime, 
anywhere 

  

Post-acceptance ( accepted manuscript) 

- Post a copy to a 
personal website or 
blog 

- Post to an institutional 
repository for 
immediate internal use 

- Share copies directly 
with colleagues for their 
personal use   

Publication  ( final article) 

- If published gold 
open access, share 
the final PDF online 
with your choice of 
user license.  

 

- If published 
subscription, share 
copies directly with 
colleagues for their 
personal use and 
scholarly sharing 

Post Embargo (author manuscript)  

 -  For institutions with 
a mandate, public 
access can be enabled 
from an institutional 
repository after 
embargo typically in 
the range 12-24 
months 

 

Green Open Access: How authors can share their 
articles at Elsevier  
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Green open access challenges  

Pilots and initiatives  
ÅRequires time and effort  

ÅAuthor needs to save the correct version of the article for posting to a 

repository 

ÅThe repository will need to add links and metadata to the hosted article 

 

ÅItôs not a business model 

ÅNo open access publishing fee for the author to pay because 

publication costs are paid for by library subscriptions 

ÅNeeds to work at scale with the subscription model 

 

ÅNot immediate 

ÅPublic access is after an embargo period has expired rather than 

immediately, because libraries will not subscribe if the content is 

available for free immediately 

ÅAdded complexity on repositories to host content which is under 

different policies from different publishers.  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vsnu.nl/static/project/vsnupresentation/images/logo-vsnu.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.vsnu.nl/Workstudy/Universities-as-employers-.htm&usg=__TF-oKS010xhYZez7rDODNOX741w=&h=74&w=73&sz=3&hl=en&start=1&sig2=03VO-V51Gf8SONdHwVAaDQ&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=vOAt8c41hd_b-M:&tbnh=71&tbnw=70&prev=/images?q=VSNU&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=YZmcTOSLBsG88gbGn5juDA
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Embargos ï Phil Davis Study of 2,812 journals 
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Introduction to institutional services by Elsevier  

Elsevier supports authors who wish to post and share their 

research through our posting policy: 

www.elsevier.com/postingpolicy   

 

In addition, we are working with selected repositories to explore 

how we can support institutions to promote and broadcast 

the work of.  

their authors in their institutional repositories 

Our current pilots and services include: 

 

Å Metadata feed 

Å Embed functionality  

Å Embargos 

 


