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Web of Science Core Collection 

Do we select OA journals in a different way ? 



 

No ! 



 

OA Titles Selection and Coverage 
Indexing Criteria on Core Collection 

Web of Science journal selection criteria is “agnostic” with regard to 

subscription vs. Open Access journals. So there are no more “points” for 

being a OA journal or not during the selection 

We review approximately 4,000 journals each year and each journal is 

considered regardless of OA status. OA status is a parameter in our 

tracking system although it is not an evaluation criteria for WoS CC 

selection. 

The acceptance rate of OA journals is aligned with the general one. 

1,234 Open Access journals are indexed in the Web of Science Core 

Collection (3,162 journals in all databases in WoS). This is 9.87% of our 

title coverage and 8.9% of our annual article coverage. 

 



 

Web of Science Core Collection 

Is OA presence growing in the “market” ? 



 

OA Titles Selection and Coverage  
WoS Core Collection  Coverage (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Web of Science CC / DOAJ 
website as per 29.10.2014 
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OA Titles Selection and Coverage  
WoS Core Collection  Coverage (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Web of Science CC as per 29.10.2014 
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This only includes articles published in OA journals; it will not include 

green OA articles nor open access articles published in hybrid journals 



 

PLoS One represents almost 8% of Web of Science CC total OA coverage. 

PLoS One is the 24th largest contributor to the Web of Science CC overall. 

OA Titles Selection and Coverage  
WoS Core Collection  Coverage (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 29.10.2014 
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Citation analysis in  
Web of Science Core Collection 

The BEST 

Country for absolute number 

of OA journals 

Category for absolute 

number of OA records 

Category for percentage 

of OA records 

Funding Agency for 

percentage of OA records 

Funding Agency  for 

absolute number of OA 

records 

Country for absolute number 

of OA records 
Country for percentage of OA 

records 

USA 214,280 BRASIL 26,3% 

ENGLAND (187) 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY (41,47%) 

NSF CHINA (~40,000) 

CAPES ~25% 



 

Web of Science Core Collection 

What about the other databases? 



 

In the other Regional Indexes the presence of OA titles witnesses the 

poor attention (?) in some regions 

Chinese Science Citation Database: 15 out of 1124 titles  

Korean Regional Index: 28 out of 1773 titles 

Russian Citation Index: coming in the 2015 

OA Titles Selection and Coverage  
Indexing Criteria on Web of Science 

Source: Thomson Reuters Web of Science as per 31/10/2014 

New expanded regional coverage: Regional Citation Indexes, in some 

cases, would be a way to monitor OA growth in other areas. 

1,3% 

1,6% 

Web of Science platform includes broader coverage of OA journals in 

Latin America, Spain Portugal through the SciELO collectons. In SciELO 

all titles are OA. 

In 2015 and 2016 we will be increasing coverage both through new 

regional collections as well as a general expansion of  journals beyond 

the core citations indexes. This will drive further coverage of OA. 

 



 

Web of Science Core Collection 

And in Italy ? 
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OA Titles Selection and Coverage  
Italian Overview (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 29.10.2014 
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OA Titles Selection and Coverage  
Italian Overview (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 29.10.2014 

THOMSON REUTERS – The Impact of 

Open Access Publishing in the Italian 

Academic Environment, November 2014 



 

OA Titles Selection and Coverage  
Italian Overview (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 29.10.2014 

TOP 5 Italian institutions 

(>1000 documents) by 

percentage of OA records 

in the time span 2004-2013 

TOP 5 Italian institutions 

(>100 documents) by 

percentage of OA records 

in the time span 2004-2013 



 

OA Titles Selection and Coverage  
Italian OA Journals (2014) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Web of Science as per 31/10/2014 

Title IF Best Category Quartile 
Haematologica 5,868 Hematology Q1 

Journal of Headache and Pain 3,281 Clinical Neurology Q2 

Journal of Experimental & Clinical Cancer Research 3,271 Oncology Q2 

Acta Otorhinolaryngologica Italica 1,439 Otorhinolaryngology Q2 

iForest-Biogeosciences and Forestry 1,15 Forestry Q2 

ISJ-Invertebrate Survival Journal 1,062 Zoology Q2 

European Journal of Histochemistry 2,237 Cell Biology Q3 

Blood Transfusion 1,901 Hematology Q3 

Annals of Geophysics 1,157 Geochemistry & Geophysics Q3 

Journal of Limnology 1,073 Limnology Q3 

European Journal of Remote Sensing 0,971 Remote Sensing Q3 

Acta Herpetologica 0,812 Zoology Q3 

Periodico di Mineralogia 0,804 Geochemistry & Geophysics Q3 

Veterinaria Italiana 0,675 Veterinary Sciences Q3 

Italian Journal of Animal Science 0,604 Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science Q3 

Journal of Infection in Developing Countries 1,267 Infection Diseases Q4 

Annali dell'Istituto Superiore di Sanità 0,773 Public, Environmental & Occupational Health Q4 

HYSTRIX-Italian Journal of Mammalogy 0,593 Zoology Q4 

Biblica, Maydica, Mediterranea-Ricerche Storiche, Reti Medievali 

Rivista are indexed on WoS CC, but do not have a 2013 IF 



 

Web of Science Core Collection 

What are we doing about OA ? 



 

Making it more discoverable 



 

Open Access Discoverability 
New functionalities 

Open Access filtering option on Web of Science Core 

Collection 

 

 

OA Indicator on Full Text links Full-text links shows familiar 

open padlock indicating OA status 

 

 
 

Integrated journal information displays OA status 

 

Since beginning of this year, all Web of Science 

subscriptions include access to SCieLO Citation Index, 

covering 700+ Open Access journals  

 

Independent editorial selection (quality filter) applied to 

all OA coverage -  including active deselection and careful 

review partially based on DOAJ list 

 



 

Open Access Discoverability 
Data Citation Index 

Source: Thomson Reuters Web of Science as per 31/10/2014 

Discovery and management of datasets is a growing interest, particularly 

as funder mandates continue to establish requirements. 

 

Data Citation Index covers currently about 4M datasets across 200 

repositories.  

 

Almost all are OA, some requiring registration, but less than 10% require 

a subscription or have a fee. 
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Thomson Reuters SSR 

What are we doing about OA ? 



 

Supporting you promoting OA in 
your institution 



 

Promoting Open Access 
ScholarOne 

Source: Press Release dated  13/10/2014 

 

Thomson Reuters and Copyright Clearance Center collaborate to advance 

Open Access publishing (CCC’s RightsLink integration into ScholarOne 

Manuscripts) 

 

CCC’s RightsLink® for Open Access will integrate into ScholarOne 

Manuscripts, providing authors with a secure, end-to-end solution for Open 

Access article submission and peer review, including the management of 

APCs. Historically, APC fee processing has been a cumbersome, manual 

and costly part of the Open Access publishing process.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Promoting Open Access  
CONVERIS CRIS 

 

Thomson Reuters AVEDAS actively supports Open Access initiatives. 

This intention is demonstrated by CONVERIS’ full Open Access 

Repository functionality (availability of a connector for Institutional 

repositories: DSpace, EPrints, Fedora) 

 

CONVERIS currently supports SHERPA/Romeo at article level (only for 

journal articles, not books or proceedings article) as it is inherited from 

the journals’ policies. 

 

 



 

Promoting Open Access  
CONVERIS CRIS 

  

CONVERIS is being prepared for OpenAIRE compliance through CERIF 

XML: https://guidelines.openaire.eu/wiki/OpenAIRE_Guidelines:_For_CRIS 

 

CONVERIS is technically being prepared to support Open Access Harvesting 

through the standard protocol OAI-PMH (Version 2.0). OAI-PMH is the Open 

Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting and currently the most 

popular protocol for Open Access information aggregation globally. It 

incorporates the simple Dublin Core standard metadata element set. 

  

CONVERIS is being prepared for DINI 2013, a German standardization 

intitiative’s certificate to guide Open Access implementation - and to an extent 

its semantic interoperability. DINI applies the OAI-PMH protocol version 2.0 

and applies standard vocabularies as recommended by the European 

Commission’s Open Access aggregation portal OpenAIRE 

https://www.openaire.eu/. 
  

https://guidelines.openaire.eu/wiki/OpenAIRE_Guidelines:_For_CRIS
https://www.openaire.eu/


 

Thomson Reuters SSR 

Is OA impact raising ? 



 

Are Open Access papers 

gaining more traffic and 

citations? 



 

OA Impact 
Category Normalized Citation Impact (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 31.10.2014 

The Category Normalized Citation Impact is lower than 1, year by year  



 

Are we sure ? 



 

OA Impact 
Category Normalized Citation Impact (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 31.10.2014 



 

 And in Italy ? 



 

OA Impact 
Category Normalized Citation Impact (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 31.10.2014 

OA Papers 

All Papers 



 

OA Impact 
Other Indicators (2004-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 31.10.2014 
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OA Impact 
Normalized Citation Impact (Institutions*1000) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 31.10.2014 

INSTITUTION Absolute NCI 

European Institute of Oncology 2,14 

Mario Negri Institute for 
Pharmacological Research 

1,91 

Fondazione IRCCS Istituto Nazionale 
Tumori Milan 

1,91 

Istituto Auxologico Italiano 1,9 

Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa 1,75 

INSTITUTION OA NCI 

University of Ca Foscari Venezia 1,48 

Mario Negri Institute for 
Pharmacological Research 

1,44 

Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna 1,4 

University of Salerno 1,27 

European Institute of Oncology 1,22 

INSTITUTION OA vs OVERALL 

University of Ca Foscari Venezia 1,51 

University of Salerno 1,01 

Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna 1,00 

Universita Mediterranea di Reggio Calabria 0,96 

University of Urbino 0,92 



 

OA Impact 
Normalized Citation Impact (Research Areas**1000) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites B&A as per 31.10.2014 

RESEARCH AREA Absolute NCI 

MEDICINE  GENERAL & INTERNAL 2,6 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY SCIENCES 2 

GASTROENTEROLOGY & HEPATOLOGY 1,54 

PHYSICS  MULTIDISCIPLINARY 1,54 

HEMATOLOGY 1,49 

RESEARCH AREA OA NCI 

SPECTROSCOPY 2,31 

MATHEMATICS  INTERDISCIPLINARY 
APPLICATIONS 

2,02 

BIOLOGY 2,01 

ENGINEERING  MULTIDISCIPLINARY 1,78 

PARASITOLOGY 1,72 

RESEARCH AREA OA vs OVERALL 

SPECTROSCOPY           2,04  

MATHEMATICS  INTERDISCIPLINARY APPLICATIONS           2,02  

PHYSICS  CONDENSED MATTER           1,67  

BIOLOGY           1,61  

VIROLOGY           1,52  



 

OA Impact 
Italian OA journals (2009-2013) 

Source: Thomson Reuters Incites JCR as per 31.10.2014 

HAEMATOLOGICA 

J EXP CLIN CANC RES 

 
ACTA OTORHINOL 

J HEADACHE & P 



 

Thomson Reuters SSR 

OA established roadmap 



 

Open Access Roadmap 
Thomson Reuters 

Recently released SciELO Citation Index is entirely OA: over 700 journals from 

Brazil, other Latin American countries, Spain, Portugal and South Africa. 

New Functionalities & Content: continuous growth on WoS (5.15 release: 18 new 

journals with more than 60k articles). 

A CONVERIS Open Access Module is being developed as a CONVERIS 

standard, taking into account elements such as, Acceptance Date, Funder’s 

Open Access Policies, Open Access Deposit Licences and an incorporation of 

the list of journals in the DOAJ, support of processes and exception handling, 

use of controlled vocabularies. 

Plan to index OA status at the article level starting in 2015 based on new 

metadata standards. New functionalities: OA filter on JCR ? 

We are very likely expanding coverage of journals beyond the Core, and this will 

include a higher % of OA titles. 



 

Q&A and Useful Links 

webofscience.com 

my.endnote.com 

researcherid.com 

wokinfo.com 

youtube.com/WoSTraining 

 

Massimiliano.carloni@thomsonreuters.com 

linkedin.com/in/mcarloni 

Thanks ! 


